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There are four significant stakeholder groups involved in 
the development of the Richards Music Centre site: 

•	 Haringey Planning Department

•	 Local Residents & Neighbours

•	 Highgate Society

•	 Highgate Conservation Area Advisory Committee

The School engaged early in public consultation 
sessions with key stakeholders during the design 
development of the Dyne House site. This identified the 
key issues and concerns for the redevelopment of the 
campus, across the three separate schemes (discussed 
in detail in the next chapter). 

Public exhibitions of the proposals were held during 
December 2016, March 2018 and November-December 
2018. The design Team and representatives from the 
School were on hand to explain the development of the 
proposals and to answer questions. A sample of the 
boards displayed at the various exhibitions is shown to 
the right.

A further exhibition was held in October-November 2022 
providing the public with any updates to the scheme 
since the 2018 consultation took place.

A Statement of Community Involvement has been 
produced by Luther Pendragon which further explains 
the public consultation process.

Public Consultation Event, December 2018
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High gate School Richards Music Centre - Design Changes (November 2018)

Summary of Design Changes
The Public Consultation held in March 2018 provided helpful feedback on the design proposals. The key points raised by the community are summarised below, with further 
information boards illustrating how the design has evolved to address these issues.

Richards Music Centre - What you said

The long elevations do not feel carefully considered; blank frontage onto 
Bishopswood Road and large areas of solid brickwork with limited number and 
size of windows is too ‘domestic’.

Previous scheme has a clear relationship to the pitch with a covered colonnade 
at podium level and bench seating at pitch level, but these have been omitted. 
How do the new proposals engage with the pitch?

Mature trees and greenery are important to the character of the site, how will the 
proposals for a large basement ensure the trees are protected?

Neighbouring properties in Highgate Close currently have views out towards the 
south of the sports pitch, how will these be maintained?

Overlooking of neighbouring gardens on the southern boundary is a concern.

The north facade has been redesigned to provide a less domestic appearance 
and increased visual interest. Large bay windows allow plentiful light into the 
interior spaces, wrapping around the western and eastern corners to provide 
dual aspects over the side approaches. A single, central front door defines the 
main entrance, set back from the main facade line.

The roof profile has been simplified to reflect the functions of the two principal 
Drama and SpEx blocks below, with the mono-pitch facilitating the use of 
visually unobtrusive solar PV ‘thin film’ panels on the roof surface to reduce the 
building’s carbon emissions.

External bench seating within the podium level windows has been incorporated, 
providing a series of spectating points. At first floor, a viewing balcony and full 
height glazing into the upper foyer allow visitors to look out over the sports pitch.

The proposed building footprint has been repositioned to avoid the tree RPA’s 
(Root Protection Areas) as far as possible, while the removal of existing 
buildings and a reduction of the proposed basement size provides an overall net 
gain to the available area for tree root growth.

The east escape stair has been redesigned as an uncovered route, greatly 
reducing the height and massing. An open gap has been introduced between it 
and the main building to allow visual connection through and shorten the overall 
perceived length of the building.

Additional planting along southern boundary will increase privacy to 
neighbouring gardens and aid biodiversity on the site. Light and ventilation to 
the south facade is provided via clerestory windows to prevent overlooking.

The design of the roof appears unrelated to the massing / functions of the 
building below and is over elaborate.

Richards Music Centre - What we did
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Proposed Sections & Massing
• The design of the new proposals for the RMC Site has 

been influenced by the scale and character of surrounding 
residential and academic buildings to ensure its mass and 
presence is appropriate.

• Particular focus has been applied to the finished roof line 
(which will not exceed the height of the existing building), 
the proximity to neighbours’ boundaries and the screening 
offered by existing trees (which will remain following a shift 
in the building’s footprint).

3D Massing Model Overview
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Hopkins Architects Highgate School RMC 2 Feasibility Study 2

15Proposed Scheme - Long Section through principle spaces
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High gate School Richards Music Centre - Design Changes (November 2018)
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Existing Buildings

Original 2016 Scheme

March 2018 Scheme

November 2018 Scheme

Building Footprint 

Massing study models: view from North-East

Dotted green arrows denote simplified roof profile, and solid green arrow denotes new visual gap between stair and building.

Red arrows highlight reduced massing of eastern escape stair.

November 2018

March 2018

Visual gap

Stair reduced

Sample A1 display board displayed at the public exhibition in November 2018

Sample A1 display board displayed at the public exhibition in December 2016 Sample A1 display board displayed at the public exhibition in March 2018

Sample A1 display board displayed at the public exhibition in November 2018
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6.1 | Scheme Comparison

Highgate School School Presentation 9 July 2018

Richards Music Centre
Scheme Comparison
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The initial Richards Music Centre Scheme 1 was 
presented to the public in December 2016. The feedback 
received at that consultation from Haringey planning 
officers and public attendees resulted in significant 
changes to the accommodation and refinements in the 
design response to the site restrictions.

The public consultation for RMC took place in March 
2018 which provided productive feedback on the 
proposal which the design addressed through the 
updated 2018 brief. 

1. Existing Buildings 2. RMC1 Scheme - 2016

3. RMC2 Scheme - March 2018 4. RMC2 Scheme with Escape Stair Void - November 2018


