HERITAGE STATEMENT

373 Archway Road
Highgate
London
N6 4EJ

7th January 2023


The subject premises at 373 Archway Road is an early Victorian shop premises with residential accommodation above the ground floor shop. The building is not statutorily listed or locally listed. 

The properties in this parade of shops date back to around the 1830’s. The properties lie within the Highgate conservation area. Originally the residential accommodation would probably have been occupied by the shop owner but now has been split up into flats for the private market. 

The upper parts contained in these flats have recently been extended and refurbished. The original shop front has recently been removed and replaced with an aluminium framed replacement shop front which is an unacceptable replacement in terms of the character of the conservation area. The original shop front had timber framed windows with a decorative circular post on the return corner adjacent to the recess doors to the flats and first floor level. There was a dwarf wall on either side of the shop entrance door built in fair faced brickwork. The existing fascia with advertising for the shop remains intact and has not been replaced. 

The shop front has attractive brick features on either side of the glazed frontage with decorative pilaster, capitals and corbels. The front door to the flats above the shop is recessed and provides some relief and separation from the main shop front. The upper floors are built in a brick construction with a slate roof. 

Prior to the recent replacement of the shop front the building made a positive contribution to the conservation area despite the fact that the majority of the original shop fronts have been lost to more modern shop fronts. 

The intention of the planning application to which this statement relates is to reinstate as closely as possible the original shop front with its timber framed windows, recessed door to the first floor flats and removal of the shutter from the window. This will enhance the appearance of the building and make a positive contribution to the conservation area.
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