2.4.3 Play

As is set out in the Framework the numbers of children in the District is very
small and is expected to remain small. We are also aware that many of the
residents are young people and that play continues into adulthood, as such
spaces are designed to be playable.

The Framework strategy, however, envisages that:
- Doorstep/ incidental play will be integrated throughout the site
- Opportunities for natural play will be available in the more heavily
planted areas of the site and
- Older children/ teen play will be introduced into improvements to
Tewkesbury Open Space.

It is anticipated that improvements to Tewkesbury Open Space will be
pursued in parallel with the upgrading of the properties on Overbury Road

and will be part of a separate consultation exercise associated with this part

of the Site.
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Door step and incidental play
Spaces to explore, create and imagine. Some-
where for small children to play supervised
without having to leave the building - to let off
steam or quietly imagine.
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Natural play

‘f While there has been a consious move-
ment to inspire natural play, we also aim
to provide wild play where an element
of risk assists in learning through play.
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Older children’s play

Space to engage with peers - places for
imaginary games and exploration. At at
the upper end of the age group, this
could be with less supervision, than
there would need to be outside the
building.
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Inclusive play
Through the reduction of “equipment” play
can be significantly more inclusive - provid-
ing the space and stimulus that inspires

play allows children of all ages and abilities
to play togther.

Teen play

Spaces to hang out - but also space to

play without judgement.
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Teen

Beyond childhood

Play is crucial for all of us - it just changes
shape as we get older. There are few adults
that can resist a stepping stone, a swing or
a space to truly explore




2.4.3 Biodiversity and Planting Strategy

Throughout the planting strategy we seek to deliver the highest levels of
biodiversity, by reinforcing and enhancing the existing plant communities
of the area, increasing the range of habitats and promoting the diversity of
flora and fauna.

A key principle for our planting strategy is the continuation/strengthening of
existing habitats of the wider area of the site. This will be achieved by using
native species valuable for wildlife and by providing seasonal variation in the
planted areas to encourage ecological succession.

Habitats we are considering including within the district strategy include
woodland, grassland, hedgerows and meadows, all of which provide
opportunities for biodiversity and integrate well with an urban environment.

Aims:

« To provide diversity of habitat, species and structure (tree canopy,
shrubs, ground flora).

« To provide diversity of tree species (evergreen and deciduous).

« To create an intimate and inviting landscape for diverse groups:
children, adults, pets and wildlife

« To provide diversity of habitat, species and structure.

Why is a habitat so important?

A ‘habitat” meets all the environmental conditions an organism needs to survive. For an insect, that means
everything it needs to find and gather food, select a mate, and successfully reproduce. The inclusion and
variety of multiple habitats within an area helps to develop and retain resilience in the local ecosystem.

Native
hedgerows

Species rich
meadow

Why do we need structure in planting?

Sedum green
roof

Similar to the structure of a house that has its walls, ceilings, and floors etc, landscapes are also composed of
structural and spatial elements. Providing a variety in structure means we provide a ‘home’ to different groups

of insects, invertebrates and birds and much more visual interest to humans.

Tree canopy
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Shrubs

Ground flora
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