Combined Design and Access, and Heritage Statement.
Overview of project. 

To complete demolition of a garden wall, to rebuild to the same dimensions, and as far as practicable to match the appearance of the original wall. Following advice from the Haringey  Conservation Officer, this is a combined Design and Access, and Heritage Statement.

Background:
The property is within the Trinity Gardens Conservation Area.

Bounds Green Road is a busy main road connecting Wood Green town centre with the local centres of Bowes Park, Bounds Green and Southgate to the north west of the conservation area. The southern side of the road is primarily lined with Victorian residential properties, although it also includes religious and educational buildings. The majority of properties lining Bounds Green Road are of architectural 14 merit, however, there is a tendency for their front gardens to be used for off-street parking which has had an undesirable impact on the character and appearance of the road. The road’s main landmarks are St Michael’s Church and the Braemar Avenue Baptist Church, the towers to which are prominent in views along the road to the east and west respectively. 

On the eastern side of the junction with Park Avenue, No. 65 is a two-storey Edwardian property with a painted dark red and white façade and a slate roof. The adjacent buildings Nos. 41 to 63 (odd) form two consistent and symmetrical terraces of two-storey Edwardian dwellings, which are constructed of red brick and have prominent white lintels and projecting porches. The end of terrace properties include prominent canted bay windows, which are surmounted by hipped roofs. Several of the dwellings have unsympathetic painted facades, modern windows and/or altered roofs, and the majority of the properties’ former front gardens are used for car parking. However, the terraces as a whole make a positive contribution to the streetscene. 

The wall and proposed works.
The wall in question runs 19 metres along the East side of Park Ave, some 20m from its junction with Bounds Green Rd. In February it became apparent that the wall was leaning and potentially unsafe. Following advice from the council, it was substantially demolished, those parts with the greatest lean were taken down to 48cm above pavement level. Following advice from the builder, it is intended that most of the wall be completely demolished to enable new, more secure concrete foundations to be laid below pavement level. 

The original garden wall comprised bricks with a variety of shades, but predominantly beige-coloured, probably Victorian, of the same kind which have been used to construct the attractive terraced housing on Park Ave. They are distinct from the more reddish bricks which have been used to build no 65, which mainly faces onto Bounds Green Rd. 

The intention is to rebuild the wall to the same dimensions as the original – ie 1.6 m high above pavement level, stretching from the sliding gate to the South, to the wall post to the North – (see elevation A).

In order to preserve the harmony of the wall with the adjacent Victorian houses of Park Ave, as many of the original bricks as possible will be reused. The new/repaired parts of the wall will use the same or similar brick bond patterns to the original.
Following a meeting between builder, Michael Igoe, and Conservation Officer Elisabetta Tonazzi, and Kevin Tohill from Haringey Council, at the site, on 15/3/23   it was agreed that, in addition to reusing bricks from the demolished wall, newly-purchased bricks and mortar similar to the originals should be used to rebuild the wall. For the new bricks the use of a mixture of WEATHERED OLD LONDON STOCK; CONSERVATION YELLOW STOCK; AND RECLAMATION LONDON BRICK was approved in principle by the Conservation Officer. These bricks are shown as options A,C and D on the ‘brick options’ photo provided. 
Option B, (second from left, Stratford Imperial Yellow) will not, following discussion with the Conservation Officer, be used. 
It was further agreed that the cement ratio for the brickwork mortar should be 3 parts sand, 1 cement, with 0.25 lime, in order to maintain a pale colour in keeping with the pointing of brickwork in the surrounding area. For the same reason it was agreed that reddish sand in the mortar mix should be avoided
The end result should be a wall which looks very similar to the original, and which in some small parts, at either end, may even be original. It will be in the same place, of the same dimensions, and be constructed from the same or similar-looking bricks. 

Access to rear garden of the property, and to the limited parking on the site (currently used by staff of the Dental Surgery which occupies the ground floor of No. 65) will not be affected by the work as the existing automatic steel sliding gate will be retained.

end
