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1.0  Executive summary 

1.1 Islington Tree Service have been commissioned to undertake an inspection of all 

London Plane trees within the grounds of Alexandra Palace to identify any presence of 

Massaria (APPENDIX A). 

1.2 This investigation will include: 

• Analysis of onsite tree related data obtained during a survey undertaken 20/05/2021 

• The site context and analysis of constraints 

• Recommendations 

1.3 Conclusions will be based upon analysis of data detailed within this report. 

2.0  Introduction 

2.1 This report has been produced by Paul Zepler, a professional within the arboricultural 

industry in relation to multiple disciplines within the sector. I currently hold the 

qualifications of FdSc arb, ND/arb, VALIDATOR Arb and LANTRA PTI. I have also worked 

as an Arboriculture Officer for fourteen years, consulted for seven years and have an 

additional four years working in the industry in a practical capacity.  

CONTACT DETAILS: paul.zepler@islington.gov.uk / 07825098291 

3.0 Tree survey details 

3.1 Alexandra Palace were visited on 20/04/2023 to inspect the London plane trees and 

record relevant details on Massaria disease of plane.  

3.2 The weather at the time of the inspection was sunny and warm.  

3.3 Alexandra Park is a 196 acre Grade II listed English Heritage listed parkland landscape 

including a boating lake, deer park, pitch and putt golf course, a “Go Ape” high ropes 

facility, sports pitches, tree-lined avenues, veteran tree areas and several woodland 

areas.  

3.4 Alexandra Park has a population of one hundred London plane trees at various locations 

across the site. As part of the ongoing management, the plane trees in Zone M areas 

which include the Rose Garden car park, road by Go Ape, the boating lake and Duke’s 

passage are surveyed for this inspection.  

3.6 The inspection was undertaken in accordance with the London Tree Officers 

Association (LTOA) document ‘Massaria Disease of Plane – Practical Management 

Guidance’. https://www.ltoa.org.uk/massaria-disease-of-plane/193-massaria-disease-

of-plane-practical-management-guidance/file. All inspections are conducted from the 

ground, with the aid of binoculars where necessary.  

https://www.ltoa.org.uk/massaria-disease-of-plane/193-massaria-disease-of-plane-practical-management-guidance/file
https://www.ltoa.org.uk/massaria-disease-of-plane/193-massaria-disease-of-plane-practical-management-guidance/file
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3.7 The canopy of each plane tree is visually inspected for symptoms of Massaria, ranging 

from primary scaffold limbs to outer canopy branches. Symptoms range from dead 

branches to discoloured blister strips on the upper side of branches (a full list of 

symptoms are contained with the LTOA guidance).  

3.8 When a branch is identified, the location within the canopy and diameter of the branch 

is recorded on the EzyTreev tree management system under the ‘Massaria 

Specification Prune’ work specification. This is then inputted into the report and issued 

to the Head Gardener.   

4.0 Statutory Obligations  

4.1 Duty of Care: 
 

Under British common law, the owner of the land on which a tree stands, together 
with any party who has control over the tree’s management owes a duty of care to all 
people who may be injured by the tree. The duty of care is to take reasonable care to 
avoid acts or omissions that cause a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to persons 
or property.  

 
4.2 The Occupiers Liability Act (1984) and Health and Safety at Work Act (1974) cover the 

legislative duty of care.  
 
4.3 Town and Country Planning Act (1990) (TCPA)  
 

Under the TCPA, any tree that has a Tree Preservation Order placed upon it by the 
Local Planning Authority (LPA) cannot be worked on without the permission of the 
LPA. It is an offense to work on a TPO tree with the LPA’s permission.   

 
The Inner Temple Gardens sits within the City of London Conservation Area; all trees 
within the Conservation Area are provided an automatic level of protection, provided 
that the stem diameter is over 75mm at 1.5m height.    

  
Any TPO tree within the Inner Temple Gardens requiring tree surgery work will have 
to have an application submitted to the LPA, work cannot happen until the LPA have 
responded with permission to carry out the work.  

 
As all trees within the Gardens are covered by the Conservation Area, for any that 
require tree surgery work (unless for urgent risk related work), the LPA have to be 
notified of intent to carry out work. The LPA then has six weeks to respond to the 
notification.  

 
4.4 Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981)   
 

The presence of an active bird’s nest is a protected habitat for the duration that the 
nest is active.  
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As it is an offence to disturb or destroy an active bird nest, tree surgery work is 
recommended to wait until after nesting season (1st march – 31st August) where 
nesting birds are present. 

 
 

5.0 Contacts  

 

Name  
  

Company  Role   Email   Phone  

Mark 
Evison  

Alexandra 
Park and 
Palace 
Trust  

Client  
  

mark.evison@alexandrapalace.com  02083654144  

Paul 
Zepler  

Islington 
Tree 
Service  

Senior Tree 
Inspector  

Paul.zepler@islington.gov.uk  
  

  
07825098291  

Jon Ryan  
  

Islington 
Tree 
Service  

Arboricultural 
Manager  

jon.ryan@islington.gov.uk   
  

  
07867802005  

 

6.0 Report limitations 

• This report has been compiled for use by our client in accordance with the terms of 

our contract. Third parties may not rely on the information within this report without 

the written consent of the Islington Tree Service.  

• Information provided by the client, or third parties used in the preparation of this 

report has not been verified by Islington Tree Service and is assumed to be correct.  

• Due to the rapid nature of the progression of symptoms of Massaria disease of plane, 

this report is only valid for the period up to the subsequent scheduled Massaria 

report. It will become invalid if unforeseeable events or physical changes are made to 

the site. Extreme weather, construction or development including tree works or 

disturbance to the soil volume utilised by the tree will require partial or full re-survey. 

It is recommended that the trees continue to be inspected in accordance with the 

London Tree Officers Association (LTOA) document ‘Massaria Disease of Plane – 

Practical Management Guidance’.  

• It cannot be guaranteed that every Massaria branch is identified at the time of 

inspection. At the time of inspection, some branches may be in the very earliest stage 

of colonisation which often have little external visible symptoms.  

 

https://islingtoncouncil-my.sharepoint.com/personal/gregory_packman_islington_gov_uk/Documents/Temples/Middle/mark.evison@alexandrapalace.com
mailto:Paul.zepler@islington.gov.uk
mailto:jon.ryan@islington.gov.uk
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7.0  Site map  
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8.0  Summary of findings 

8.1 Out of the 101 London Plane inspected on this site 13 were found to have Massaria 

present within the crown. 

8.2 All Massaria branches were below 10cm diameter 

8.3 All cases of Massaria were found within the stock that is known as the London Plane 

avenue. 

8.4 The level of Massaria found within the crowns of the affected trees was minor. 

8.5 Remedial works will be necessary as the avenue has a desire line, footpath and seating 

below the infected trees. 

9.0  Conclusion(s) 

The Massaria infection rate should be considered Moderate during the Spring of 2023 

 

 

86%

14%

MASSARIA INFECTION RATE: SPRING 2023

Non symptomatic Symptomatic



Report Reference: ALLYMASS00123 

8 | Page                                                     
 

 

APPENDIX A:  MASSARIA ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

MASSARIA SPRING 2023
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APPENDIX B MASSARIA PRUNING SPECIFCATION 

• The ‘Massaria Specification Prune’ works recommendation in this report are to be 

undertaken in accordance with the London Tree Officers Association (LTOA) ‘Massaria 

Disease of Plane – Practical Management Guidance Document’.  

• Each tree specified will be climbed and all branches inspected for signs of Massaria.  

• Branches identified at the time of inspection will be documented on the specification. 

However, the climber is expected to additionally look for other Massaria branches 

that may not have been identifiable at the time of inspection.  

• The climber must be proficient in the identification of Massaria disease of plane.  

• Whilst in the tree, the climber will assess the upper side of branches looking for the 

Massaria blister strip, patches of discolouration associated with Massaria.  

• The climber will remove – or reduce – identified Massaria branches in addition to 

dead or hanging branches to the first branch junction of healthy wood, or to the 

previous branch order. Whichever is nearest the edge of the canopy.  

• Pruning is to comply with BS3998: Tree Work: Recommendations. The size of pruning 

wounds should not exceed 100mm in diameter unless otherwise stated by the site 

manager, representative, or within a management report. In the case of a previously 

unidentified Massaria branch exceeding 100mm diameter located within a climbing 

operation, the climber is expected to report this back to the client.   

• The climber will also visually check neighbouring plane trees from a high vantage 

point and report any suspected Massaria branches to the client.  
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APPENDIX C NOTIFICATION OF HAZARDOUS TREE(S) 

 

TAG: 5871 

SPECIES: HORSE CHESTNUT 

NOTIFICATION: DIE-BACK RATIO @ 95% 

RISK: LIMB OR TOTAL TREE FAILURE 

RECOMMENDATION: MONOLITH TO 6M 
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TAG: 5381 

SPECIES: SYCAMORE 

NOTIFICATION: LARGE DEAD LATERAL LIMBS OVER FOOTPATRH 

RISK: LIMB OR PARTIAL TREE FAILURE 

RECOMMENDATION: REMOVE DEAD LIMBS ANSD IVY, RE-INSPECT AFTER IVY 
CLEARENCE 
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