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Noel Park Primary School, Gladstone Avenue, London N22 6PA



Noel Park Conservation Area was built along model town principles during the late C19. The estate was built by the Artizans Company which focused on low-rise picturesque estates with integrated amenities located near railway lines. The estate contained 5 types of houses of varying sizes to accommodate different budgets but built to be of high quality, decorating the standard unit types with various types of detailing. Consistency across the estate gives the area a distinctive character. 
Noel Park school was built as part of the estate, alongside other community amenities including a church, shops, a community hall and a theatre. The school was built in 1889 and its scale and set back from the road make it a prominent and imposing feature on the streetscene. The building makes a positive contribution to the Conservation Area and is one of its important historic community buildings. 
The heritage statement does not discuss the significance of the Conservation Area or the development site. The heritage statement states that the panels are proposed to be located on the new classroom block, however on the plans they are shown on the original school building.  It is noted that the solar panels mentioned in the planning/heritage statement are not specifically identified but are stated as located outside of the conservation area. No viewpoints in the design and access statement are discussed an no evidence is provided to demonstrate that the proposed panels would not be visible. 
Those on the internal roof slops facing the courtyards, as the distance form the eaves identified are unlikely to be visible and these would not cause any harm to the significance of the conservation area.
There is concern that the proposed panels proposed to the outer south-east elevation would be visible from the street. Though the school building is tall, Lymington Avenue is relatively wide and the building is set back which allows views of the south-east elevation of the building, including its roof slopes. 
The Conservation Area Management plan states: “It is not appropriate to install solar panels or other microgeneration equipment on facades or roof slopes that are visible from the street, and other interventions should be considered in the first instance.”.
Solar panels proposed to the outer roof slope on the south-east elevation would be noticeable and incongruous additions which relate poorly to the shape of the roof and the gabled dormers. They would have reflective qualities and those shown in the submitted details do not have an appearance similar to slate and would be alien additions. Overall, the panels to the outer south-east elevation would be considered to cause harm to the significance of the Noel Park Conservation Area. 
As the Noel Park Conservation Area is a designated heritage asset great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation, and any harm caused to the significance of a designated heritage asset requires clear and convincing justification and should be weighed against public (not private) benefits. Accordingly, as the proposals are considered to cause less than harm to the significance of the Conservation Area, Conservation would not support this application in its current form.  
It is recommended that the 18 panels to the outer roof slope on the south-east elevation are removed so that the solar panels are not visible form the street. 




