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8 Bryanstone Road, Hornsey, London, N8 8TN

8 Bryanstone Road is located within the Crouch End Conservation Area. Crouch End is an excellent example of a late-Victorian/early Edwardian suburban development created from the last quarter of the 19th century until the start of the First World War. The area was built up in phases, but it has a cohesive character deriving partly from its development by a relatively limited number of builders and architects under the strict control of Hornsey UDC which ensured a high standard of materials and construction and a consistent architectural approach. The pre-1914 development resulted in the creation of a new middle-class suburban community complete with shops, places of worship and entertainment. The houses reflected the eclectic design approach of the time, borrowing from different traditions and fully exploiting the early use of prefabricated or machine-made components such as windows, porches and other architectural details.
Bryanstone Road was built as part of the Crouch Hall Park development developed by Francis Cottrell from c1884, and largely complete by 1894. On the east and west sides Nos. 1-19 and 2-28 are identical terraces in stock brick with stone dressings, shallow full-height bay windows with a hipped roof, and paired porches with a moulded cornice. The front elevation of the terraces are well preserved, and all but one of the houses retaining original sash windows with coloured transom lights. Most with front doors with vertical lights, some with coloured leaded glazing, with few instances of painted brickwork. No. 8 retains its high-quality features to the front elevation. 
To the rear most of the buildings have had roof and ground floor alterations of varying extent, quality, and age and accordingly this area is less sensitive to change. 
The submitted heritage statement does not include a reference to the historic environment record, the minimum set out in paragraph 194 of the NPPF, nor does it discuss the significance of the Conservation Area or the impact of the proposed works contrary to local plan policy DM9(b). Additionally, the size of the dormer as shown on the plans does not match the description contained within the heritage statement and the roof plan.  
It is also unclear what on the proposed wall material for the ground floor extension would be to the rear elevation, above the glazing. 
The proposed box dormer is very large, though the section provided shows that the decorative ridge tiles would be retained, it is not set down form the ridge of the building. Additionally, it also occupies the entire width of the building, extending over both parapets, contrary to the information in the heritage statement. Overall, it is large and bulky and is not subservient to the building, 
The ground floor extension should ensure that it is subservient to the existing building, and that the original outrigger remains a prominent feature. The proposed extension is a distinct addition and there is no objection to its form, however the ridge is quite high, and projects to projects quite far up the building, over the cill height of the adjacent window and the red brick string course. The height of the extension would not be a disproportionate extension to the existing building. Additionally, a membrane for a pitched roof is an incongruous external surface material choice which would not be a high-quality finish. 
The proposed extensions, particularly in combination with each other, would not be subordinate to the existing building.  The scheme would result in over dominant additions to the building and would detracting from its appearance would and cause less than substantial harm to the Crouch End Conservation Area. Accordingly, as the proposals are considered to cause less than harm to the significance of the Conservation Area, Conservation would not support this application.  
The scheme could be altered to overcome these concerns, so that the proposed works would avoid causing any harm to the significance of the identified heritage assets. The box dormer should be set in from the sides, so it does not cover the parapets, and ideally recessed slightly further from the ridge. Additionally, the extension should have a lower ridge height so that this sits beneath the red brick string course and first floor level, which could be achieved either though changing the pitch of the extension or by lowering the height overall. 
