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The initial vision for the Haringey Civic Centre included a large 
auditorium and library in addition to the democratic and office 
building. Only the 1st phase of the three intended phases of the 
original master-plan was constructed. The outline 3-D model 
on the far right has been useful to understand the proposed 
massing of the proposed development of an auditorium and 
library on the site and the intended relationship with the wider 
context The model illustrates how an internal courtyard would 
have been framed by two new wings (the auditorium and a 
library).
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HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

Local Government

3.26 Until 1888 Wood Green was part of the administrative area of 
Tottenham. As detailed above, Tottenham was divided in 1888 and 
Wood Green became its own urban district in 1894 when the Wood 
Green Urban District Council was formed, under the local Government 
Act of that year.

3.27 Wood Green was then incorporated as a municipal borough in 1933. 
Wood Green Municipal Borough Council commissioned a national 
design competition for Wood Green (now Haringey) Civic Centre, 
which was awarded to Sir John Brown, A. E. Henson and Partners in 
1939. It was to be built at the site of the former town hall at Woodside 
Park. However, the scheme was postponed due to the outbreak of 
the Second World War and then by post-war building controls. During 
this hiatus, Wood Green Municipal Borough Council altered the 
specification.

3.28 The main building was completed in 1958, the latter two phases were 
never built. Shortly after the first phase was completed discussions 
began regarding the reorganisation of the London boroughs, the 
outcome of which had a direct impact on the subsequent use of the 
building.

3.29 The London Borough of Haringey was created in 1965 by the 
amalgamation of three former municipal boroughs; Tottenham, Wood 
Green and Hornsey. Wood Green Civic Centre subsequently became 
the administrative centre for the London Borough of Haringey.

Haringey Civic Centre

3.30 The Civic Centre was built on the site of the Fishmongers’ and 
Poulterers’ Almshouses. The existing buildings were constructed 
between 1955-58 and are described by Cherry and Pevsner as follows:

“A long unassuming range to the road; the first part, largely 
glazed, contains the Council Chamber on the first floor, 
approached by an airy double height foyer with free standing 
stair. The projecting rear wing on stilts was to have formed 
the south range of a courtyard with public hall and library 
west to north.”

3.31 The architects, Sir John Brown, A.E. Henson and Partners (partner in 
charge: J.E.S. Sayers), were the winners of a design competition held 
in 1938 but the design then submitted was never carried out, owing 
to the Second World War. The 1955 scheme was updated and differed 
from the plans of 1938 with petty sessional courts not included and 
the provision of auditoria and a library added to the design. The site 
was also changed, from the site of a former Town Hall to the current 
site which was about a quarter of mile to the south of the originally 
proposed site.

3.32 The Architect and Surveyor (1958) provides this overview:
“In 1938 Wood Green Borough Council held a national 
competition for council offices and petty sessional courts 
on the site of the existing Town Hall. The competition was 
won by Sir John Brown, A.E. Henson & Partners in 1939 but 
unfortunately the war intervened and the scheme had to 
be left in abeyance. After the war the requirements of the 
borough were amended to omit the petty sessional courts and 
to include large and small public halls and a public library. 
For this purpose an alternative site was purchased. Due to 
the stringent government controls affecting buildings of this 
type, no further action was possible until the end of 1954, 
when approval was given by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government to a portion of the building. During the 
early part of 1955 numerous discussions and negotiations took 
place with the appropriate authorities, and in the autumn of 
that year tenders were obtained. Work on site was begun in 
October. The portion now being built is due for completion by 
the end of the current year. It is understood that it will be the 
first town hall of its size to be completed since the war.”

3.33 Planning permission for the ‘Erection of a Civic Centre and Council 
Offices’ was approved by the County Council of Middlesex on 6 
December 1954 with a condition requiring:

“That improved parking facilities be provided and maintained 
within the curtilage of the site to the satisfaction of the Local 
Planning Authority in accordance with details to be submitted 
and approved before any works are commenced.” 

3.34 This consent was followed by planning permission being granted for 
‘Erection of a large assembly hall and small hall at Civic Centre’ on 22 
June 1956.

Figure 3.6 Ground floor plan and sections for the original proposals at the Civic Centre site 
(Application refs 11/28 and 11/97)
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