25.5.2023

Town and Country Planning Act 1990
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) Order 2015
Application No: HGY/2023/0338
Proposal:           Redevelopment of Mallinson Sport Centre, to include: 1) Partial demolition of existing structure, squash and fives buildings; 2) Refurbishment and extension of the remaining facilities, comprising new part single basement, new double height sports hall and new entrances, new teaching classrooms, offices, gym and exercise studios, circulation and ancillary accommodation; 3) New basement level outdoor covered fives courts; 4) External sunken oval sports pitch; and 5) Associated landscaping and improved provision for emergency services and servicing.
Site Address:     Mallinson Sports Centre, Highgate School, Bishopswood Road, Hornsey, London, N6 4NY

I do have some initial concerns regarding the above case.

An arboricultural survey and impact assessment has been supplied by S J Stephens dated May 2022. The report has been carried out to British Standard 5837: 2012- Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction- Recommendations.

I note the following:

· There were concerns of an ancient hedgerow on site however, the ecological report does not class an ancient hedgerow just a species rich hedgerow. The proposal would not affect the existing hedgerow
· There is a total loss of 28 trees with the proposal to re plant 47. Many of the losses are on the eastern woodland edge. This is to create a stepped seating area for the amphitheatre. The proposal is to re plant within the woodland the gaps. However, the woodland from aerial photography is already dense and such under planting would not succeed. The wood would also have its own seed bank. It is stated that it is only 0.1 acre of woodland loss, but this is still woodland loss in an area where green corridors are essential. The woodland margin is also south facing, adds a nectar source, adds to the woodland composition, structure, and ecological niche
· The cut in the centre of the amphitheatre is outside the root protection areas (RPAs). However, the trees to the north and west of the Orchard area will have their RPAs affected by what will be considerably building up the sloping grade to 1m. No indication of how far into the RPAs of the affected trees has been given
· The loss of the two mature trees adjacent to Bishopswood Road T33 (18m Sycamore category B) & T4 (22m Lime category A/B) is a loss of two high amenity and publicly visible trees that add to the avenue of the street and sylvan of the area. No alternatives have been given to possible engineering solutions within the RPAs for the proposed new structure or shortening the basement outside the RPAs.

Until the above is addressed, I cannot support the application.

A site visit is planned for the week commencing 05/06/2023.

Regards,



Daniel Monk
Senior Arboricultural Officer (Planning)

Haringey Council, L.4, Alexandra House, Station Road N22 7TY

