17.7.2023

Hi Tania,

Further to my comments below, and my site visit 04/07/2023, I can confirm the following in relation to the redevelopment of the Mallinson Sports Centre part of the application :

1. Trial trenches have been carried out on all north, east, and west boundaries with the west boundary showing an abundance of roots A-F encroachment is only 10%
1. Trial trenches C-F have shown extensive rooting and recommendation is to move back 1m behind the tennis court boundary
1. Trenches B-E and C-D show extensive rooting outside the netball court but limited rooting 1m back into the court
1. Root protection areas have been offset away from the highway (Broadlands Road) 
1. T33 Sycamore height 18m is proposed for removal. The mature category B2 tree is part of a line of mature trees to the rear and are not publicly visible. The removal is for access. Minimum removal has been considered and this tree has been highlighted for site access

T4 Sycamore height 22m category A/B2 tree and T45 Lime height 19m category B2 trees are proposed to be removed to facilitate the proposal. 
This is to meet national sports standards. However, while there are no dig solutions, the root protection areas (RPAs) of the T4 & T45 are most jeopardised by the proposed basement. The incursion into the RPAs has not been given.

These two trees form part of a mature avenue of large mixed species trees in Bishopswood Road. They add to the sylva and character of the street. 
They are all similar age and have grown at the same rate reaching for the light and make an instant impact to their surroundings. Any re planting would be overshadowed by the other surrounding mature trees and their establishment and growth would be hindered by their environment.

From an arboricultural point of view, I cannot support this application due to the proposed removal of high quality trees T4 and T45.


Regards,

Daniel Monk
Senior Arboricultural Officer (Planning)
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