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The LTA provides free advice and guidance on tennis facility development. For further 
information, please contact the LTA on 020 8487 7000. 

Disclaimer 

The Sports and Play Construction Association (SAPCA) does not accept any liability for the 
design or construction of any facilities, or the actions of any contractors employed, as a result 
of, or in connection with, any information provided in this publication.  

Some sports surface system/products and designs, available to potential clients, may be 
covered by patents. Clients should ensure that the use of similar products does not infringe 
any patents held by manufacturers or installers. The Sports and Play Construction Association 
(SAPCA) does not accept any liability for choice of surfacing systems infringing any current or 
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2 Section Two – Construction Guidelines  

2.1 Site considerations 

Selecting the correct site for a court is a major factor in determining not only the costs of 
construction, but also the quality of the playing experience and the maintenance needs of the 
court. Where possible, the location of a tennis court should be sympathetic to its surroundings 
and adjacent infrastructures. Ideally, it will be sited on relatively flat land that is not to close to 
boundaries or trees. Access should be easy for players (including disabled players) and suitable 
for maintenance and construction equipment (all courts will require resurfacing at some point; a 
factor often overlooked).  

As most new court developments will require planning consent, advice should be sought at an 
early stage from the local planning authority to determine whether any restrictions or conditions 
are likely to be required for the scheme.  

Compliance with the Disability Discrimination Act is an obligation for clubs, schools and other 
organisations. Consideration should be given during the design stages of a project as to how 
disabled players will be able to use the organisation’s courts. 

2.2 Dimensions 

A tennis court comprises the area within the play lines which is called the Principal Play Area 
(PPA) and the surrounds or run-offs. The Rules of Tennis define the size of the PPA; this is 
23.77m x 10.97m. To ensure a satisfactory playing area adequate run-offs are also needed.  

For tournament play the ITF and LTA have established recommended and minimum run-offs. For 
a single court the recommended run-offs are 6.40m at each end and 3.66m on either side. This 
gives a total court area of 36.57m x 18.29m.  

Not all sites are large enough to accommodate the recommended court sizes, so the LTA has 
also established minimum club court sizes that allow for shorter run-backs and side-runs. These 
dimensions are 5.49m at both ends and 3.05m on each side – giving an overall court of 34.75m 
x 17.07m (some further reduction in overall dimensions may be permitted in public parks). 

When courts of the same surface type are laid side by side, it is possible to share the side-run 
between adjacent courts, meaning a smaller overall width is required. Common side-runs should 
be between 4.27m (LTA recommended) and 3.66m (LTA minimum). 

For private courts a minimum size of 33.53m x 16.45m is sometimes used, although better players 
may find the runback somewhat restricted. 
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Our Ref: RMA/KD 111 Charterhouse Street 
Your Ref: London EC1M 6AW 
  
 Tel: (020) 7251 3663 
Walter Merricks Fax: (020) 7251 3773 
18 The Chine  
London N10 3PY  
  
  
BY E-MAIL ONLY Date: 3rd April 2025 
 

Dear Walter, 
 
A Padel Club for Rookfield 
 
As you will be aware, Pambos Patsalides and I have, for some time, been interested in the opportunity to 
create a Padel Club at the Cascade Avenue/The Chine area of the Rookfield Estate, on the site of the tennis 
courts.  We think it would be a vibrant and successful offering and it has the capacity to enhance the future 
of the site and of the immediate area. The Rookfield Garden Village was designed by its original owner-
developers the Collins family to have a community sport facility, and that would be a far more appropriate 
use for the land than it being developed for modern housing that would spoil its century-old heritage.  
 
Padel is one of the fastest growing sports in the UK and the Lawn Tennis Association (the national governing 
body for padel) recently launched its strategy for Padel. It is a sport for all ages, easy to learn, and a great 
introductory racquet game for children. I understand that the Collins’s were keen to keep up with latest 
modern trends and we would like to feel that a Padel Club in the open space they designed would meet with 
their approval! 
 
In January last year I approached the owners, through their former communications agent Henry Lamprecht 
with whom you put me in touch, expressing my interest in purchasing the land for the purpose of creating a 
Padel Club but I received no reply or acknowledgement. I contacted him again in August repeating my 
interest, and Mr Lamprecht replied stating that although he was no longer involved, he knew the owners 
would be launching an appeal against Haringey’s refusal decision – a decision he disparaged as “a slice of 
Swiss Cheese it has so many holes in it”. I asked him to pass on my interest. I have heard nothing further. 
Also in August I approached Savills who had previously marketed the site, but received no response. I gained 
the impression that the owners had no serious intention of releasing the land for leisure use and that they 
were intent on obtaining the £8-10million that Mr Lamprecht stated it would be worth with planning 
permission. 
 
Now, a bit of background into GM. GM is a SSAS pension fund, run and managed by our property manager, 
Keely Durrant and myself.  The SSAS is the legal owner of the property, cash and investment assets held by 
the pension fund.  My wife Michelle and I are the beneficial owners of the pension fund assets. The pension 
fund presently owns 4 Farringdon buildings: 30 St John’s Lane, 7 St John Street, 29 Cloth Fair and 111 
Charterhouse Street and a warehouse in Luton.  The pension fund has no borrowings and also holds cash 
and other investments. We have sufficient cash assets to purchase the land together with its clubhouse and 
develop them into a Padel Club and we would be happy to demonstrate our bona fides, as required. Pambos 
is a practising chartered accountant. I am a practising lawyer and property investor. Together we have 
sufficient expertise in accounting, finance and construction to enable us to buy the site, investigate best 
possible noise attenuation available for Padel, apply for planning permission and deliver an operational club.  
 
Pambos and I, having both been squash players when younger, are now incredibly keen Padel players and 
are familiar with the few Padel facilities that exist in North London. We have a good feeling for the market 
and the demand for Padel. Many tennis and squash players also love Padel when they can find opportunities 
to play the game. We were both members of the nearby Coolhurst Tennis and Squash Club which would 
almost certainly have developed padel facilities on its site if it had the space to do so. Both you and ourselves 
have excellent contacts with that club.  
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We would like to see this proposal as of value to the Rookfield community and finding favour with the local 
residents. We will do what we can to find opportunities for residents who are not familiar with the game to 
visit Padel facilities and to learn how it could naturally fit in with the environment of the Rookfield Estate, so 
that the club would be seen as very much as an asset to the community, not as some kind of foreign implant.  
 
We would be more than happy to address any commercial, pastoral or residential concerns that you or your 
Residents’ Association might have. And we would also be willing to address planning and construction 
issues. 
 
We would of course be unwilling, for all the obvious reasons, to proceed with this expression of interest, if 
we could not secure from the residents at least initial support for both a planning application and the 
development of the site into a Padel Club. 
 
You have made it clear to me that the community would be keen to have access to the clubhouse, once it 
has been refurbished, regardless of whether they are members of the Padel Club. Within certain limitations, 
that seems to me to be a perfectly reasonable proposition, and we would look forward to discussing ideas 
that would work best for all concerned. 
 
If any further information from us would assist in your evaluation of this proposal in principle, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with me or Pambos. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
RUSSELL ABRAHAMS 
Trustee, for and on behalf of The GM Pension Scheme 
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