
Statement of Case & Chronological Timeline 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED) 
APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF LAWFULNESS FOR AN EXISTING USE OR 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
STATEMENT OF CASE AND CHRONOLOGICAL TIMELINE​
Property Address: 10, Hawke Park Road, Loft Self Contained Unit, London, N22 6QR.​
Applicant: Antonio Renilton Cerqueira Dantas 

 

1.​ Introduction and Core Submission 
 

1.1.​ This statement is submitted in support of an application for a Certificate of 
Lawfulness of Existing Use or Development (CLEUD) under Section 191 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
 

1.2.​ The applicant seeks to confirm that the use of the property as a self-contained, 
independent residential dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) is legally lawful. 

 
1.3.​ The physical conversion works to create the independent unit were fully 

completed in November 2021. The property was subsequently occupied by a 
residential tenant on an independent, exclusive basis starting on 12th February 
2022. 

 
1.4.​ Pursuant to the Government’s transitional provisions for enforcement time limits, 

the applicable immunity threshold for a change of use to a single dwellinghouse 
completed prior to 25th April 2024 remains 4 years. 

 
1.5.​ As demonstrated by the robust evidence enclosed, the property has been 

continuously occupied as an independent dwellinghouse for a period exceeding 4 
years prior to the date of this application, hitting the legal immunity threshold on 
12th February 2026. 

 
1.6.​ Prior to submitting this application, the applicant sought professional validation on 

this matter through a structured consultation with Planning Portal experts. 
Following a comprehensive review of the factual timeline and supporting 
documentation, they formally advised that an application for a Lawful 
Development Certificate (LDC / CLEUD) under Section 191 is the correct and 
necessary legal vehicle to formalize the property's status. 

 
1.7.​ No formal Planning Enforcement Notice or Breach of Condition Notice has ever 

been served by the Local Planning Authority. The unit has achieved total 
immunity from planning enforcement action. 

 



2.​ Description of the Existing Use 
 

2.1.​ The formal description of the development for which the certificate is sought is as 
follows: 
 
"The continuous use of the loft space as a self-contained, independent residential 
dwellinghouse (Use Class C3), comprising an independent entrance, a main 
living/sleeping area with dedicated kitchen facilities, and an enclosed, private 
shower room with WC." 

 

3.​ Chronological Timeline of Use and Evidence 
 

The following timeline details the continuous, uninterrupted use of the unit as a 
self-contained dwelling. It cross-references the documentary evidence supplied within 
Appendix Alpha of this application: 
 

Date / Period Event / Status Supporting Evidence Reference 

November 
2021 

Physical conversion works to 
convert the loft space into a 
self-contained unit are fully 
completed. 

Appendix C1: Kitchen Order 233435 invoices, 
Email confirming kitchen collection September 
2021 and two payments bank transfer to the 
builder September and December 2021. 

January 2022 Unit marketed for rent.  

12th February 
2022 

First residential tenant takes 
exclusive possession of the 
property. Agency invoice and first 
rent payment received. 

Appendix A1: Signed Assured Shorthold Tenancy 
(AST) agreement dated Feb 2022.​
Appendix B1: Agency Invoice showing matching 
initial rental payment and bank Transfers 

March 2022 – 
June 2023 

Continuous occupation under the 
first tenancy term. Regular rent. 

Appendix B2: Consecutive monthly bank transfer 
receipts. 

8th August 
2023 – August 
2025 

New AST and continue independent 
residential tenancy. 

Appendix A2: Signed Assured Shorthold Tenancy 
(AST) agreement dated 8th August 2023​
Appendix B3: Consecutive monthly bank transfer 
receipts. 

1st November 
2025 

New AST and continue independent 
residential tenancy. 

Appendix A3: Signed Assured Shorthold Tenancy 
(AST) agreement dated 1st November 2025 

12th February 
2026 

4-Year Immunity Threshold 
Achieved. 

Legal Threshold Met: The use has persisted 
without interruption for a full 4-year period. 

February 2026 
– Present 

Continuous residential occupation 
remains ongoing past the immunity 
threshold date. 

Appendix B4: Consecutive monthly bank transfer.​
 

19th May 2026 
Consultation with Planning Portal 
experts and advised the correct 
form of application is LDC.  

Appendix D: Email from planning portal expert​
 

 

 



4.​ Analysis of the Quality of Evidence 
 
4.1.​ In matters concerning a CLEUD, the legal standard of proof is the "balance of 

probabilities" (Gabbitas v Secretary of State for the Environment). The onus is 
on the applicant to provide a clear, unambiguous history of use. 
 

4.2.​ The applicant's evidence is comprehensive and leaves no gaps in the timeline: 
 

●​ Tenancy Agreements (Appendix A) establish the consistent legal intent of an 
independent tenancy. 
 

●​ Bank Receipts (Appendix B) provide unalterable financial proof of continuous 
execution and Agency invoice third party confirmation. 

 
●​ Bank Receipts (Appendix C) provide evidence of Kitchen Order, invoices and kitchen 

delivery date September 2021, payments made to the builder matching dates physical conversion 
works of loft space into a self-contained unit fully completed 

 
●​ Planning Portal Expert (Appendix D) provide email confirmation of the planning 

portal expert consultation/advise 
 

4.3.​ There has been no abandonment, interruption, or change in the core character of 
the use throughout the entire 4-year timeline. 

 

5.​ Conclusion 
 
5.1.​ The evidence conclusively demonstrates that the self-contained unit has been 

continuously occupied for residential purposes for a period exceeding 4 years. 
 

5.2.​ In light of the above facts, and supported by expert consultation, the use is 
immune from planning enforcement action under the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990. The Local Planning Authority is respectfully requested to issue a 
Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing use. 

 

 

 

 



Appendix E1 

Two bank transfer payments to the builder in September at the start and December 2021 after finished 
the project. 

 

           ​ ​ ​   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix E1 Continue - Kitchen Order 233435 invoices end of August-2021 

 



Appendix E1 Continue 

 



 

Appendix E1 Continue 

 



 

Appendix E1 Continue 

 



 



Appendix E1 Continue 

Email confirming kitchen collection September 2021 

 

 

 



Appendix A1 



 









 

 

 



Appendix B1 

Agency Invoice showing matching initial rental payment and Bank Transfer 

 

 



Appendix B1 Continue – February 2022 1st Banks transfer initial rental payment 

 

 



Appendix B2: Consecutive monthly bank transfer receipts. March 2022 – June 2023 
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Appendix A2: New AST 



 



 



 
 





Appendix B3: Consecutive monthly bank transfer receipts. 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



Appendix A3: Signed Assured Shorthold Tenancy (AST) agreement​



 



 



 



 



 

 



Appendix B4: Consecutive monthly bank transfer. 

 



 

 



 
Appendix D: Email from planning portal expert​

 
 

 


