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Proposal to replace a rear ground floor extension and to replace an existing outbuilding 
to this family home. Also to replace the roof tiles and install solar panels on the rear flat 
roofs. 

 

 

This Heritage report has been prepared in support of a full planning application 
submitted to the London Borough of Haringey by Ms Maggie Toy – agent on behalf of 
Rachel Davison and Hannah Du Perez . This document should be read in conjunction 
with the Drawings 4:001- 4:012; and Design and Access Statement submitted with the 
application. 



 

A Brief History of Stroud Green 

The name Stroud Green signifies a wet, marshy place, overgrown with brushwood and 
liable to flooding. Stroud Green, near Highbury, was first mentioned in 1403 when it was 
no more than a number of farmsteads outside London on the low lying land of 
Tollington, in Islington, to the west of Brownswood in Hornsey. 

Over the centuries it grew to become, in the late 19th century, a suburb of London, 
straddling the border between the parishes of Hornsey and Islington. 

Frequent flooding 

It was, however, still liable to frequent flooding, although the brushwood had been 
replaced with lines of terraced housing. By then most of Stroud Green was identified as 
a ward of the Hornsey District Council containing 8,500 people and occupying 216 
acres, although 120 acres made up the new Finsbury Park. 

What remained of Stroud Green in Islington was restricted to a small, remote, part of the 
parish of St Mary, Islington, between Upper Holloway and the parish boundary marked 
by Stroud Green Road and on both side of Crouch Hill. 

Conservation areas 

Today, Stroud Green includes two conservation areas; a large one in Haringey to the 
east of Stroud Green Road – where this application site is positioned -  and a small one, 
in Islington, on the other side of the road. Haringey’s Conservation Area roughly 
corresponds to the triangle formed by the railway line running north from Finsbury Park 
Station, the line of Mountview Road from east to west, and the border with Islington, 
beside Mount Pleasant Villas, and then the Stroud Green Road to the Seven Sisters 
Road. 

The buildings within this Conservation Area are, to quote Haringey, ‘amongst the most 
diverse examples of domestic architecture to be found in any one area, ranging from 
elegantly crafted artisans cottages to Gothic and Italianate revival semi-detached 
houses’. 

Two small settlements 

Before the development of Stroud Green in Hornsey began in 1866 it consisted of two 
small settlements; one around Stapleton Hall, the residence of John Draper in the 16th 
century, at the bottom of Crouch Hill; another around Rose Cottage on the corner of 
Seven Sisters Road and Blackstock Road, which became known as the Sluice House 
estate, following the closure of the New River and demolition of the Highbury Sluice 
House built in 1618. 



The residential development at the southern end of Stroud Green Road, became known 
as Finsbury Park; in anticipation of the park designed by the Metropolitan Board of 
Works and landscaped by Alexander McKenzie. The park opened in 1869 on the 
demesne land of Brownswood where the famous Hornsey Wood House first mentioned 
in 1634 had stood by the lake. 

Bomb damage 

In amongst the Victorian terraced houses of Stroud Green are numerous council houses 
and flats built after the Second World War to replace houses suffering extensive bomb 
damage. Between 1947 and 1960 a total of 25 blocks of flats and 15 houses were built 
by Hornsey Borough Council as part of the post-war re-construction. 

The first blocks of flats, Norman Court and Wall Court, were opened to acclaim in the 
architectural press, and provided a model for all subsequent council dwellings built in 
the Borough. These former council properties now stand as monuments to a time when 
the local authority was a proud provider of good, affordable rented accommodation to 
its population. Their design and historical associations make them a special feature of 
the conservation area. 

 

Albany Road, N4, is a residential street in Stroud Green, North London, within the 
London Borough of Haringey. Originally part of a rural estate, it transformed into a 
highly sought-after suburb during the late 19th-century railway boom and is now 
characterised by spacious Victorian terraced houses.  

History and Background 

• Rural Origins: Prior to the 1870s, the Stroud Green and Albany Road area 
consisted mainly of farmland and large estates, such as the 80-acre Stapleton 
Hall.  

• The Railway Boom: The area's character shifted dramatically following the 
opening of Crouch Hill and Harringey railway stations in the 1870s. The 
subsequent surge in population drove the construction of high-quality Victorian 
domestic architecture.  

• Stroud Green Girls' High School: Albany Road was historically the site of the 
Stroud Green Girls' High School. The site was later rebuilt to become St Aidan's 
Primary School. 

• Community Significance: Albany Road played a role in the local civil rights 
history of the 20th century. Prominent activists, including John La Rose, utilized 
nearby venues in the Stroud Green area to establish Black supplementary 
schools to combat racial inequalities in British education.  



• Modern Character: Today, Albany Road sits in a desirable pocket of N4, within 
walking distance of the bustling thoroughfare of Stroud Green Road.  

 

 

In this proposal we are proposing to replace an existing rear extension to improve the 
look and the efficiency of the building. We are also proposing to replace the current 
outbuilding with a more efficient building. 
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