
Inner section of stile 
(including mortice) 
relatively sound

Bottom rail and tenon 
sound

Decay limited mainly to 
outer section of sash 
stile

Base of sash stile

Junction of sash stile and bottom rail

Decay to outer face of 
bottom rail including 
tenon.

Bottom rail of sash window

Carefully soften putty 
and remove glass.  Putty 
to be removed  in 
accordance with 
approved method.

Remove or drill out 
wedges

Cut out hatched area to 
allow for removal of 
bottom rail

Interior Exterior

Joint pegged, re-wedged 
and glued

Joint line between new 
and existing formed on 
inner side of glazing line 
and to include full tenon

Gently knock down 
bottom rail after 
removal of hatched areas 
of timber of each sash 
stile

New outer section of 
bottom rail glued to 
existing sound timber

Sloping splice designed 
to give optimum area of 
surface to be glued 
whilst ensuring that 
moisture is directed 
away from the glazing 
line

Joint between new and 
existing timber formed 
with the undercut to 
direct moisture towards 
outer face of sash stil

Brass screw fixings from 
inner face

Re-form anti-capillary 
drip

Splayed splice joint with 
undercut and step to 
give optimum surface 
area for gluing/fixing and 
to ensure that moisture 
is directed away from 
vulnerable areas towards 
the outer face of the 
window

New timber chosen to 
match line and density of 
existing grain as closely 
as possibleDropping of bottom rail 

relative to stile indicates 
decay of mortice and/or 
tenon

Note:
Method for repairing bottom rail with dismantling sash. Same 
technique may be used for replacement of entire bottom rail.
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Drawing

4. The contractor must report any discrepancies to the architect before proceeding.

3. Dimensions of new work are to be adjusted to suit the existing building where necessary. 
Do not assume that the existing structure or details are plumb, square or level.

NOTE

This drawing is copyright.1.   

All dimensions must be checked on site before proceeding.2.
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Sash Window Repair Detail - Sheet 3
Bottom Rail and Sash Repairs _
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