Statement from the Commissioning Manager for Active Communities in support of the proposed Playzone facility (MUGA) at Wood Green Common

This statement has been prepared to provide important background information in support of the proposed new Playzone facility as part of the overall planning application for improvements at Wood Green Common.
Strategic context.
A key aim of The Council’s adopted Physical Activity and Sport Strategy is:
“To position physical activity at the heart of place shaping and ensure a network of high quality, safe and accessible environments exist to make it easier for people to be active.’’
Important context for this Strategy includes:
“in line with national trends activity levels also tend to be lower for women, older people and disabled people. 
Current trends in sport are for people to participate in more informal settings (i.e. casually and not part of a sports club and a formal competitive structure)”
The Haringey Local Football Facility Plan identifies that: 
The proportion of Haringey’s population represented by the BAME community is 39%. This is significantly above the national average (14.6%).
A third of Haringey’s population is aged below 20.
Recommended football development priorities for Haringey approved in this Plan are:
1.Female football youth and adult
2.Disability football
3.Recreational football that will help with wider social agendas
The Plan states that: ‘’small sided facilities can be effective in areas of high urban population and limited green space. Such facilities can be modern, bright, creative and engaging and recommends Wood Green as a priority area for a small sided facility.’’
The Outdoor Sports and Play Facilities Framework recommends that the Council “Maintain and improve standards of play and sports facilities particularly in areas of housing renewal and regeneration.”
The recently adopted Parks and Green Spaces Strategy has Inclusion as a primary 
Aim 
[bookmark: _Hlk71610287]‘’Providing inclusive parks and greenspaces that all communities in Haringey can benefit from so that usage and enjoyment of our parks and greenspaces reflects the communities living in Haringey and contributes to improved wellbeing.’’



What the new facility can provide

· Parks provide opportunities for local residents to benefit from using facilities that meet their needs and are free to use.
· The Playzone facilities are particularly attractive to young people, especially from ethnic minority backgrounds.
· There are no alternative, free to use facilities available locally 
· Unlike other local facilities, the Playzone will be free to use for the schemes identified priority groups that are:
Girls and Women
Ethnic minorities
Disabled people
People on low incomes.
Based upon a survey with 439 respondents, the priority activities that respondents would like to use the site for include football, basketball, fitness and yoga.






