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Contact: Sandy Kidd 
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sandy.kidd@historicengland.org.uk 
 
 
19 February 2024 

 
 
Dear Mr Elliot, 
 
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED) 
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 2021 
 
Plot C (Welbourne), Tottenham Hale Centre 
 
Application for approval of details pursuant to Stage II of Condition C23 (Written Scheme of 
Investigation (WSI) – Historic England (GLAAS)) relating to Plot C (Welbourne site) of the 
Tottenham Hale Centre development Planning Permission (LPA ref. HGY/2018/2223) dated 27th 
March 2019.  
 
Request further details of Post-Excavation Assessment programme and resourcing to 
complete analysis, publication, dissemination and archiving of the archaeological 
investigation 
 
Thank you for your consultation received on 12th January 2024. 
 
The Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS) provides archaeological advice 
in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework and GLAAS Charter. 
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Having considered the submitted document I recommend that you seek clarification of the 
resources and timetable for the further work set out in the document which must be 
completed in order to satisfy the archaeological condition. 
 
The post-excavation assessment is thorough and demonstrates that Welbourne (Plot C) has 
provided some highly significant archaeological discoveries worthy of further analysis and 
publication.    
 
Of greatest significance was the unexpected discovery of a Mesolithic hunter-gatherer camp 
site dating back to c 8-9,000 BC about a thousand years after the end of the last Ice Age.   The 
remains comprise scatters of flint tools and flakes indicative of hunting, butchery, hide-
scraping, antler, bone and wood working around campfires that sank a few centimetres into 
underlying silts where they have remained undisturbed until now.   Undisturbed sites of this 
period are rare in Greater London, and this is the only one known in Haringey.   It may 
represent a 'base camp' or favourite location on the edge of the Lea Valley which was 
returned to over many generations.   Unfortunately, neither animal bone nor plant remains 
survived well in the local soil whilst the excavation in 2019-20 was not an extensive as we 
would have liked due to pressures on time and resources arising from the late recognition of 
the site.   However, despite these limitations the Welbourne site will contribute to our 
regional understanding of hunter-gatherer society and economy in the Lower Thames and its 
tributaries and to national research into the early Mesolithic period in England.  Another Early 
Mesolithic site excavated by PCA at Coca Cola Sidcup is currently going through the post-
excavation process so a joint publication considering this technology of the 9th Millennium 
BC and drawing on other recent discoveries could be an excellent means for dissemination of 
these results and for updating what is known about this period in the London/Thames Basin. 
 
The other remains investigated relate to the expected medieval settlement of Tottenham 
Hale. The excavation recovered the plan of a droveway and property boundaries apparently 
on the edge of the settlement in stock enclosures away from inhabited areas.   In isolation 
these features would be of local interest but combined with more substantial medieval 
evidence from the nearby Ferry Island and North Island sites and documentary research they 
should provide a rare insight into the development of a Middlesex hamlet between the 
Norman Conquest and Black Death.    
 
Part B of Condition C23 requires a programme for post-investigation assessment and 
subsequent analysis, publication & dissemination and deposition of resulting material and 
says that this part of the condition shall not be discharged until these elements have been 
fulfilled in accordance with the programme set out in the stage 2 WSI.  The applicant is now 
seeking approval to discharge the Stage 2 Part B requirements in full with the post 
investigation assessment 
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I agree with post-excavation assessment’s recommendations for further analysis and 
publication set out in sections 10.7 - 10.2 although we suggest that the proposals for 
radiocarbon dating are reviewed with our regional science adviser for the suitability of the 
proposed samples for AMS in the light of new Historic England guidance - this would help 
target dating efforts efficiently.     
 
However, whilst the recommendations are sound neither the assessment nor the covering 
letter provides a clear commitment of the resources or programme/timetable for 
completion.   This is needed before the application can be approved.    
 
We also await similar post-excavation assessments for the related Ferry and North Island 
sites.  
 
This response relates solely to archaeological issues. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Sandy Kidd 
 
Archaeology Adviser 
Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service 
London and South East Region 
 

 


