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THE ERUV:

Enhancing
Community
Connections



What is an Eruv?
An Eruv is a symbolic enclosure that transforms an open area into a private domain 
according to Jewish law. It is created by establishing a boundary, typically using 
existing structures such as walls, fences, or natural features. This boundary allows 
for the extension of personal spaces beyond the confines of individual homes.

How does an Eruv work?
The concept of an Eruv relies on the principle that multiple private domains can be 
combined into one larger domain, thereby permitting activities that would otherwise 
be prohibited on the Sabbath. This includes carrying objects, pushing strollers or 
wheelchairs, and using certain mobility aids within the Eruv's boundaries.

Why is an Eruv important?
Sabbath Observance: The Eruv enables observant Jews to fully participate in 
communal activities on the Sabbath, such as attending synagogue, visiting friends 
and family, and enjoying the outdoors, without violating religious restrictions on 
carrying objects outside their homes.

Community Cohesion: By establishing an Eruv, the community fosters a sense of 
unity and inclusivity. It allows individuals to come together, interact, and engage in 
religious and social activities more freely, strengthening communal bonds.

Accessibility: The Eruv plays a vital role in ensuring accessibility for people with 
limited mobility. It allows individuals who use wheelchairs, strollers, or walking aids 
to move around the community, attend events, and access public spaces without 
facing unnecessary obstacles.

Symbolic Significance: The Eruv symbolizes the unification of different homes 
and families, creating a shared space that extends beyond individual residences. It 
represents the idea of a collective home, enhancing the spiritual experience of the 
community.

Introduction:
The purpose of this leaflet is to 
provide a simple and accessible 
explanation of what an Eruv is and 
how it enables the community. An 
Eruv is a designated area in which 
observant Jewish individuals can 
carry out certain activities that are 
otherwise restricted on the 
Sabbath and holidays. By creating 
an Eruv, the community is able to 
maintain a sense of togetherness 
whi le  adhering to rel ig ious 
practices. Let's explore further!



Rules and Guidelines:
Check Local Eruv Status: It is
essential to check the Eruv's status
regularly, as maintenance and repairs may
be required. Local Jewish organizations or
community leaders will provide information on
the Eruv's boundaries and any temporary changes.

Carrying Restrictions: While the Eruv permits carrying items within its boundaries, 
certain additional rules may still apply. It is important to consult with your local rabbi 
or community leader for specific guidelines regarding carrying objects on the 
Sabbath.

Respect the Boundaries: To ensure the integrity of the Eruv, it is crucial to be aware of 
the boundaries and refrain from carrying objects outside the designated area. 
Signage or markers may indicate the Eruv's limits, but if in doubt, seek guidance from 
the community.

Conclusion:
The Eruv serves as an important bridge between religious observance and 
community engagement. By enabling individuals to participate fully in communal 
activities while upholding the laws of the Sabbath, it promotes inclusivity, 
accessibility, and a stronger sense of togetherness. By understanding and 
respecting the boundaries of the Eruv, we can all contribute to fostering a vibrant 
and connected community.

Minimizing Environmental Impact:

One of the key considerations in the construction of Eruvs is their harmonious integration 
with the surrounding environment.

Eruvs are designed with careful attention to minimize disruption to both the natural and 
built environment. The materials used, particularly the poles, are chosen to blend 
seamlessly with existing structures and landscapes. These poles are slender and 
unobtrusive, ensuring that they do not interfere with the aesthetics of the area.

It's important to note that Eruvs have been successfully implemented in various locations, 
including multiple areas across London, with minimal visual impact. Residents and 
passersby often do not even notice the presence of the Eruv infrastructure, as it 
seamlessly integrates into the urban landscape.

Furthermore, the construction of Eruvs is planned meticulously to avoid any disturbance 
to trees or other natural features. This careful planning ensures that the Eruv serves its 
purpose without causing harm to the environment it exists within.

By prioritizing minimal visual disruption and environmental sensitivity, Eruv projects 
contribute positively to the communities they serve, enriching the cultural landscape while 
respecting the surrounding environment.



building a special wall round it - most What can you carry in an 
of it is enclosed by existing natural eruv?
boundaries like railway lines or walls. 

You may carry: What matters is that the area is 
House keys. completely enclosed by boundaries 
Food or drink for use on Shabbat. that conform to Jewish law.
Tallit.  
Books (e.g. Chumash or Siddur)
Required medication.

What happens if the eruv is Clothes (e.g. coat, gloves or 
broken?handkerchief)

Reading glasses. If the wires surrounding a 
Push a baby buggy, pram or neighborhood or city are severed, say 
wheelchair. in a heavy snow storm, strong winds, 
 or electrical wire used for eruv 

breaks, that means Jews may not 
carry in the public domain that Why do you need an eruv?
Shabbat, usually until the next In the absence of a walled city or 
Shabbat when the eruv is repaired.neighborhood, many communities 

throughout the world have 
 established, pursuant to Jewish law, 
What is the eruv wire?a symbolic wall called an "eruv" to 

surround the community for the sole Known as an eruv, the wire is a 
purpose of permitting, within the symbolic boundary that allows 
eruv, carrying on the Sabbath. observant Jews to carry out a range 

of ordinary activities otherwise 
forbidden on the Shabbat. Any 
necessary repairs must be finished 

How do you make an eruv? before sundown on Friday, when 
The easiest way to construct an Shabbat begins.
archway is by using fishing string that 
connects from one lechi (pole) to the  
next. 'Lechis' (poles): I'd go for poles 
around 4 feet long because you may 
want to drive them a bit into the 
ground and you still want them to be 
higher than ten tefachim which is the 
minimum.

 
What are the rules of an 
eruv?
An eruv must be 'completely 
enclosed'. The area is not enclosed by 
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