Planning application for the installation of air source
heat unit.

6, Rathcoole Avenue N8 9NA

Planning / Desigh and Access Statement




Application Site

The application site is a dwelling located within an established residential area of terraced
residential properties of similar character and appearance. The house is in a good condition,
has a very simple volume and no outstanding architectural features.

Figure 1: Site Location Plan and aerial image of site:
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The Proposal

The proposal is to install a Vaillant 12.0kw aroTHERM plus heat pump with sound power as
low as 54 db and a floating floor design to reduce noise and vibration. The pump would be
located in the rear garden area. The air source heat pump would be larger than 0.6 cubic
metres.

Proposed location and elevation:
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Planning Policies

The following policy and guidance documents are recognised as primary considerations for
the decision of the associated application at the site location:

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2021)
National Planning Practice Guidance

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) requires that proposals
should be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material
considerations indicate otherwise. For the purpose of this application the relevant
development plan policies are: -

The delivery of renewable energy plays an important part of the Council’s development
strategy and forms part of the objectives that underpin the Local Plan.
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Assessment

Paragraph 8 of the NPPF explains that achieving sustainable development means that the
planning system has overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be
pursued in mutually supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains
across each of the different objectives):

i) an economic objective — to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by
ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and at the right
time to support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by identifying and
coordinating the provision of infrastructure;

ii) a social objective — to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a
sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and
future generations; and by fostering well-designed, beautiful and safe places, with accessible
services and open spaces that reflect current and future needs and support communities’
health, social and cultural well-being; and

iii) an environmental objective — to protect and enhance our natural, built and historic
environment, including making effective use of land, improving biodiversity, using natural
resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate
change, including moving to a low carbon economy.

The proposal is to install a heat pump at ground floor level within the existing garden area.

Paragraph 157 of the NPPF supports the transition to a low carbon future in a
changing climate. It acknowledges that planning policies should contribute to the reduction
in greenhouse gas emissions and support renewable and low carbon energy and associated
infrastructure.

The NPPF also states that-

When determining planning applications for renewable and low carbon development, local
planning authorities should:

a) not require applicants to demonstrate the overall need for renewable or low carbon
energy, and recognise that even small-scale projects provide a valuable contribution to
significant cutting greenhouse gas emissions;

b) approve the application if its impacts are (or can be made) acceptable.

Paragraph 164 of the NPPF supports this further and explains that when determining planning
applications, local planning authorities should give significant weight to the need to support
energy efficiency and low carbon heating improvements to existing buildings. The delivery of
renewable energy plays an important part of the Council’s development strategy and forms
part of the objectives that underpin the Local Plan.

The Council Local Plan referred to above, includes strategic policies to achieve that vision
which includes an aim to reduce the Boroughs contribution to, and adapt to the effects of
climate change.
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This proposal would help to achieve a reduction in the Boroughs carbon footprint and
increase the production of energy via renewable and low carbon means. Policy in the plan
encourages the development of renewable and low carbon energy generation.

The proposed development would be located behind the rear building line of the existing
house and would not be visible from the public highway. Views would generally only be visible
from first floor neighbouring properties looking towards the rear garden, or glimpsing views
beyond over boundary treatments. As such, it is judged that the proposal would not
detrimentally impact upon the character or appearance of the area or street scene. It would
be utilitarian in design by nature, but its small size and discrete location would ensure that it
would appear subordinate in scale and prevent it from appearing out of character with the
existing dwelling or the surrounding area. The proposed development would therefore be
acceptable in terms of its design and impact upon the character of the wider area, and
complies with policy.

Access to the site is to be maintained as existing.
Paragraph 163- 164 of the NPPF states:

When determining planning applications for renewable and low carbon development, local
planning authorities should:

a) not require applicants to demonstrate the overall need for renewable or low carbon
energy, and recognise that even small-scale projects provide a valuable contribution to
significant cutting greenhouse gas emissions;

b) approve the application if its impacts are (or can be made) acceptable58. Once suitable
areas for renewable and low carbon energy have been identified in plans, local planning
authorities should expect subsequent applications for commercial scale projects outside
these areas to demonstrate that the proposed location meets the criteria used in identifying
suitable areas; and

c) in the case of applications for the repowering and life-extension of existing renewable sites,
give significant weight to the benefits of utilising an established site, and approve the proposal
if its impacts are or can be made acceptable.

In determining planning applications, local planning authorities should give significant weight
to the need to support energy efficiency and low carbon heating improvements to existing
buildings, both domestic and non-domestic (including through installation of heat pumps and
solar panels where these do not already benefit from permitted development rights).

In November 2008, the Climate Change Act was published, which created a new legal
framework for the UK to achieve a mandatory 80% cut in the UK’s C02 emissions and other
greenhouse gases by 2050. The two key aims of the Act are to: - Improve carbon management,
helping the transition towards a low-carbon economy in the UK, and; - Demonstrate UK
leadership internationally, signalling commitment to taking our share of responsibility for
reducing global emissions in the context of developing international negotiations. The UK
Renewable Energy Directive (RED) (2009) set a Government target of 15% of the country’s
energy to come from renewable sources by 2020. The step change is required to jump from
the 2018 level of 11% to the 2020 target of 15%. This represents a significant need for more
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renewable and low carbon energy and this should outweigh any potential harm that could
result from the development. The 2018 energy figures released by the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) highlighted that the UK’s production of
electricity in 2018 was up 2.9% on 2017, driven by growth in oil, wind, solar, bioenergy, and
waste. Although coal reached a record low and declined 25% while natural gas fell 3.8%,
overall fossil fuel production increased, illustrating the mixed picture - the UK’s overall
emissions fell by 9.1 million tonnes, a year-on-year 2.4% decrease, which was the result of
more renewable electricity sources. Renewables made up 33% of electricity in 2018, which
was up from 29.2% in 2017. However, fossil fuels still made up 79.4% of the overall energy
supply while renewables still only accounted for 11% of the final consumption in 2018. This is
according to the Digest of United Kingdom Energy Statistics (July 2019 Edition) also referred
to as DUKES. The UK target is for that figure to be 20% by 2020 and although each year sets
new records for renewables, it is considered that for the UK that the pace of change isn’t fast
enough, currently sitting at 12% increase year on year between 2017 and 2018. The EU
statistical office Eurostat Statistics produced by the EU statistical office show that the share
of renewable across Europe was up to 17.5% in 2017. This is an increase of 0.5% from 2016,
and more than double the share in 2004. Eleven of the 28 countries in the EU have already
exceeded the EU’s target to obtain 20% of energy in gross final consumption of energy from
renewable sources. It is aiming to increase this to 32% by 2030. Despite having more offshore
wind power than any other nation, it is stated that the UK’s renewable transition has been
slow. The Eurostat figures show that the UK is predicted to miss its target by 5% in 2020, as
not enough is being done to transition the nation to renewables - while phasing out coal
power has been relatively successful, natural gas still makes up the majority of the UK'’s
electricity demand with the exception to this being Scotland showing that renewables
provided 74.6% of Scotland’s gross electricity consumption in 2018.

The proposal amounts to Sustainable Development which accords with the prevailing policies
of the Development Plan and NPPF. As highlighted the local plan will encourage development
that will conserve and enhance green infrastructure, the proposal will not have any significant
impact on the streetscape character or surrounding amenities.

In this case due to the location of the pump, the natural gradients of the surrounding
landscape, and the limited size, height and scale of the proposals it would have a very limited
impact of the existing landscape, street scene and character and appearance of the area.

The pump due to existing buildings, the location and the size proposed would not be
significantly visible from the street scene, nor the wider area. The pump is strategically
designed and positioned within the garden area of the existing property. There are existing
buildings and structures close to the application site and surroundings and as such, the
proposal would not appear out of place within the grounds or the surrounding area.

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out how the local planning authority, in making
a decision, looks at balancing the harm of a renewable energy scheme against the
sustainability benefits of the proposal.

The proposal would respect the design, scale, materials, character, appearance and
proportions of the existing buildings and area and would preserve the character and
appearance of the surrounding area and wider street scene. The proposal amounts to
Sustainable Development which accords with the prevailing policies of the Development Plan
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and NPPF. As highlighted from the supplied proposed plans, the proposal will not have any
significant impact on streetscape character or surrounding amenities.

The size of the proposed air source heat pump should be viewed as acceptable and due to its
location, is unlikely to impact on neighbouring properties in regard to a loss of daylight,
sunlight or overdominance. The proposed scheme would not adversely affect the amenity of
neighbouring properties, and complies in this regard with policy.

The technical specifications of the pump and manufacturers brochure is submitted with the
application which contains technical information about the air source heat pump. The details
should demonstrate in our view that the anticipated noise levels will be acceptable. The
development is therefore acceptable in relation to the provisions of the National Planning
Policy Framework, and Policies of the Local Plan.

Conclusion

Following a review of the proposal's applicable policy and material considerations, it is of our
professional view that the development is in compliance with all applicable policies as
previously illustrated.

The NPPF identifies a series of components that are considered critical to achieving
sustainable development. In my opinion, the above assessment of the planning application
proposals demonstrates that the application responds to, and is in accordance with, the
requirements of the adopted planning policy within the development plan and material
considerations relevant to the determination of the application.

The scheme would provide betterment for the occupiers of the building allowing a better
standard of accommodation providing sources of renewable energy and reducing the climate
change impacts.

As previously outlined, there is a significant level of International and governmental policy
that underpins planning policy in respect of developments for the production of heat from
renewable sources. The proposed development is strongly supported by European Energy
Policy on Renewables and National Planning Policy in the Government’s National Planning
Policy Framework. The UK has signed up to the EU Renewable Energy Directive, which
includes a UK target of 15% of energy (electricity, heat and transport) from renewable sources
by 2020. The need for the development is therefore paramount, with reference to the failing
of the UK to meet the 2020 renewable energy targets. All heat pumps can make a significant
contribution to meeting these national targets and has the added benefit that it can be
brought on-stream quickly, a characteristic that is not shared by its nuclear and fossil fuel
counterparts.

We see no reason for the council to refuse our request for planning approval and kindly
request for a timely decision to be made in line with applicable guidance of the NPFF. Should
any further information be requested to assist in the council’s assessment of the proposal,
please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Thank you,



Kind regards,

Studio Charrette
info@studiocharrette.co.uk
www.studiocharrette.co.uk



